INTRODUCTION
arrival of French reinforcements, and on their arrival he intended to join
the French side and punish the English. He was playing a shrewd eame,
but his hones did not materialise. The French trooos under Bussv did not
arrive. Moreover, the Nawab .was obliged to ask the English to help him
against the impending daneer from the Afghans. Clive areued that the
English could not come to his help without reducing the French at Chander^
naejore, since in the absence of a neutrality agreement there was every
danger of their attacking Calcutta. These arguments were reinforced by
open threats, and Watson wrote to the Nawab on 4 March, "I will kindle
such a flame in vour country, as all the water in the Ganees shall not be
able to extinguish/'15 The determined moves taken bv Clive for the capture
of the place and his own circumstances obliged the Nawab to give his un-
willing consent Accordingly, Chandernagore was attacked and after a
day's severe fighting the fort surrendered on 23 March 1757.16
The Nawab had lost in the second round also. The fall of Chander-
nagore had two important results. When the Nawab's subjects heard how
the English battleships had brought their guns to bear on the French with
deadly effect and brought about the fall of the fort, they were greatly im-
pressed, and his enemies began to intrigue with the English for their
support. Secondly, the Nawab was deprived of the only ally he could
depend upon in a trial of strength with the English. The English, easy at
heart, could now embark upon any new adventure in the dangerous game
of high politics.
*
Intrigues at Sirajud-Daulah's Court
The game which culminated in the great revolution of 1757 had already
started in Murshidabad. The actors who took a prominent part in It were
primarily the Jagat Seths (Mahtab Rai and Swarup Chand), Mir Jafar and
Raja Rai Durlabh or Durlabhram. According to Law, the Seths were "the
originators of the revolution; without them the English would never have
carried out what they have".17 They were the most determined as also the
most resourceful qf the Nawab's enemies. They had been grossly ill-treated
by the Nawab. The honour and consideration they used to receive from
Ali Verdi Khan had given place to hatred and humiliation under Sirajud-
Daulahu They had been bankers to the Mughal Emperors, and "were the
richest and most powerful" merchants of India. They had helped Ali Verdi
Khan to overthrow Sarfaraz Khan, and during his reign they had in their
hands the management of all important business, "Sirajud-Daulah, the
most inconsiderate of men, thinking it impossible that he could hare need
of these saukars, or that he could have any reason to fear them, never
showed them the least politeness . . . They could, with time, form a party
and, even without the assistance of Europeans, put another Nawab on die
throne."18 These business magnates, adept in court intrigues, wanted a
capable military leader to overthrow the Nawab.
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